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the? survival of the fittest," as to the " fitting of as
many as possible to survive ". I do not dispute the
statement, I think it true in a sense; but I have a
difficulty as to its application.

Morality, it is obvious, must be limited by the con-
ditions in which we are placed. What is impossible
is not a duty. One condition plainly is that the
planet is limited. There is only room for a certain
number of living beings; and though we may deter-
mine what shall be the number, we cannot arbitrarily
say that it shall be indefinitely great. It is one con-
sequence that we do, in fact, go on suppressing the
unfit, and cannot help going on suppressing them.
Is it desirable that it should be otherwise ? Should
we wish, for example, that America could still be a
hunting-ground for savages? Is it better that it
should contain a million red men or sixty millions of
civilised whites ? Undoubtedly the moralist will say
with absolute truth that the methods of extirpation
adopted by Spaniards and Englishmen were detest-
able. I need not say that I agree with him, and
hope that such methods may be abolished wherever
any remnant of them exists. But I say so partly
because I believe in the struggle for existence. This
process underlies morality, and operates whether we
are moral or not. The most civilised race, that
which has the greatest knowledge, skill, power of